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Applicants believe the Information Disclosure Statement fully complies 
with the disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98, inasmuch as 
under the revised rule 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 there is no requirement for Applicants to explain 
the relevance of the references cited in an Information Disclosure Statement unless 
those references are not in the English language. The relevance of any foreign 
language reference, if any, is indicated in the English abstract or English translation 
thereof. 

Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the 
examination of the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement "shall not be construed to be an admission that 
the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 
as defined in § 1.56(b)." 

Applicants further note that the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement is not an admission that the references cited herein constitute prior art under 
35 U.S.C. §§ 102-103 with respect to the captioned application. Applicants reserve the 
right to establish the scope of the invention, as defined by the claims, the patentability 
of the claimed invention over any of the information provided herein, and/or to provide 
that this information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that the information may not 
be enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 
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The art cited in the present Statement was cited by the European Patent 



Office in an International Search Report issued in connection with a counterpart 
application filed in the European Patent Office. Because the Search Report was 
published more than three months before the mailing of this Statement, the fee set forth 
in 1.1 7(p) is not believed to be necessary. 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), Applicants submit that no fee is 



necessary for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. Nevertheless, 
the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additionally required fees 
deemed necessary for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement to 
Account No. 11-1110. 
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535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 

Telephone: (412)355-6323 
Facsimile: (412)355-6501 

Customer No. 26,285 



Respectfully submitted, 





Registration No. 41,919 



Attorney for Applicants 
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